1SSAYS ON THE GITA

the preparatory movement for a dissolution of the
natural being and the individual soul into some
absolute Self who is utterly and for ever beyond Nature
and her works, laya, moksa?  Is that withdrawal
necessary before we can enter into Nirvana, or is
Nirvana, as the context seems to suggest, a state which
(an exist simultaneously with world-consciousness and
even in its own way include it?  Apparently the
latter, tor in the succeeding verse the Gita goes on to
say, "Sages win Nirvana in the Brahman, they in whom
the stains of sin are effaced and the knot of doubt is
cut asunder, masters of their selves, who are occupied
in doing good to all creatures, sarva-bhuta-hite ratdh^
That would almost seem to mean that to be thus is to
be in Nirvana. But the next verse is quite clear and
decisive.  "Yatis (those who practise self-mastery by
Yoga and austerity) who are delivered from desire and
wrath and have gained self-mastery, for them Nirvana
in the Brahman exists all about them, encompasses
them, they already live in it because they have
knowledge of the Self."  That is to say, to have
knowledge and possession of the self is to exist in
Nirvana. This is clearly a large extension of the idea
of Nmana. Freedom from all stain of the passions,
the self-mastery of the equal mind on which that
freedom is founded, equality to all beings, sarva-
bhutesu^ and beneficial love for all, final destruction
ol that doubt and obscurity of the ignorance which
keeps us divided from the all-unifying Divine and the
knowledge of the One Self within us and in all are
evidently the conditions of Nirvana which are laid
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